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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir: 

' Preliminary to examination at this applicatioa, Please consider the following 
amendments: 



In the Specification ; 



I 



Please insert the following paragraph beginning at page/ line/ with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

-This application is a Continuation In-Part application of U.S. Patent No. 07/914,91 5, filed July 
15, 1992, now issued as U.S. Patent No.6,01 5,683, issue date January 18, 2000.-- 
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Subeectlon (b) of 35 UJS.C.9 132, effective on May 29, 2000, 
promt** for continued examination of tn utmty or plant tp pi cation 
ffled on or after June 8, 1995. 
Sea The American brventori Protection Act of 1999 (AJPA). 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



08/493,442 
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Thomas C. Alter et.al 
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This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14 of the above-identified application. 

N07P 37 CFR. §1.114 is effect™ on May 29,2000. if the abweOenmi appkatton was fifed pnor to May 29, 2000. appicant rmy 
^Tto consider fiing a contnued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 C.F.R. $ 1. S3 id) (PTOX&29) *• «<f to be e^for 
the patent term adjustrmt provisions of ffw APA See Changes to Appkabon Examination and ProvuoriatAppkation 65 
Fed Reg. 50092 (Aug. 16, 2000); Interim Rule, 65 Fed Reg. 14865 (Mar. 20, 2000), 1233 Off Gaz. Pat Office 47 (Apr. 11, 2000), whrch 
esBOtened RCEpracface. iiiaaaai 

1. tSubmission required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114| 
□ Previously submitted 




a. 



□ Consider the amendment(s)/reply under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 previously filed on 
(any unentered amendment(s) referred to above will be entered). 

ii. □ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

iii. □ Other 
£3 Enclosed 

i. 03 Amendment/Reply 

ii. □ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) 

iii. £3 Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
w. □ Other 



3. 



llirmli Ini * r< 



□ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. § 1.103(c) for a period erf 
months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(i) required.) 
b. □ Other 

- The RCE fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(e) is required by 37 C.F.R. §1.114 when the RCE is filed 
I3 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, 
to Deposit Account No. 10-0750. 

i. □ RCE fee is required under 37 C.F.R. § 117(e) 

ii. □ Extension of Time (37 C.F.R. §§ 1.136 and 1.17) 

iii. □ Other 
Check in the amount of $ enclosed 



b. □ 

c. □ Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 enclosed) 
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Patent and Trademark Office on : 
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